
 

 

INFORMATION NOTE: (new) .pt REGISTRATION RULES 

 

 

I. FRAMEWORK 

This information note intends to identify the reasoning for the update of the .pt Registration 

Rules and to list the proposed changes clarifying their need and relevance. 

 

II. RESOANING 

i. Ensuring that .PT is agile and efficient in what concerns to the registration and 

management of the Portuguese top-level domain, while maintaining registrations 

transparent and trustworthy; 

ii. Inspiration:  

 

“Almost the exact opposite of many European domains, where histories of complex 

local legislation and a desire to differentiate form the .com model were forcing 

bureaucracy and cost onto the end-user. Registry systems were antiquated 

idiosyncrasies that had to be run almost entirely by hand, putting even more hurdles 

in the path of would-be domains registrants.”, in DOT .EU The first Decade, pag. 69. 

 

“Portugal Digital is the country's transformation engine. Its purpose is to accelerate 

Portugal, without leaving anyone behind, and to project the country into the world. 

How? Through the digital empowerment of people, the digital transformation of 

companies and the digitalization of the State”, in Plano de Ação para a Transição 

Digital de Portugal. 

 

III. WHAT HAS CHANGED? 

i. A glossary: the very specific language that we cannot excuse in the elaboration of 

the .pt Registration Rules, imposed the need to introduce a glossary that facilitates 

the understanding of this document by all interested parties; 

ii. Elimination of the “Technical contact”: taking into account that about 90% of domain 

names registered under .pt are managed by registrars that assume the management 

and technical responsibility of the domain, looking at the current practice in 

European and international top-level domains and considering that the .PT WhoIs 



 

 

system does not present any information regarding the technical contact, this figure 

was eliminated; 

iii. Removal of the.edu.pt e .org.pt classifiers: following international trends that oppose 

to the fragmentation of direct registration under the top-level domain and 

considering the small number of registrations under these classifiers, the possibility 

of future registration under .edu.pt and .org.pt was eliminated, keeping the domain 

names already registered; 

iv. Extension of the list of admissible domain names: we have paid special attention to 

the qualification of non-admissible names, in line with the current practice in other 

ccTLD’s, and we expanded the list of admissible names within the scope of the new 

Rules, maintaining, however, some important restrictions, such as the protection of 

designations of origin, geographical indications and some geographical names. This 

option is based on the .PT’s goal of "introducing greater dynamism and flexibility in 

the registration of domains without compromising security and trust in the national 

ccTLD", as set out in the .PT 2020 Activity Plan. The protection previously provided 

to notorious and prestigious brands was extended to widespread knowledge names 

and social designations and it is now indirectly guaranteed, which means that in 

cases where a possible conflict with the rights of third parties is identified, a 

notification mechanism (attempted) will be triggered to the respective holders - if 

known - which can activate the means available to protect their rights, namely 

through ARBITRARE - Centro de Arbitragem para a Propriedade Industrial, Nomes de 

Domínio, Firmas e Denominações; 

v. Compliance of the domain name: the procedure for assessing the compliance of the 

domain name with the .pt Rules, previously called “monitoring and immediate 

removal”, has undergone some changes: 1) .PT will make a random verification of the 

domain names registered, which, if it happens 2) it has to be made within a maximum 

period of 10 days, and, 3) further actions should be consider case by case and duly 

justified and, if applicable, counter-interested parties should be identified. The 

purpose of this option is to increase the trust in those who register under .pt; 

vi. .gov.pt: the reference to the conditions of legitimacy and composition of names 

registered under .gov.pt has been removed, since this determination is made by 

CEGER - Centro de Gestão da Rede Informática do Governo; 

vii. Removal by .PT: it was introduced the possibility to remove a domain name when 

.PT is notified by an entity with legal jurisdiction to do so. It was also introduced the 



 

 

possibility to remove a domain name that has been registered with third party data 

without their knowledge and consent. This possibility aims to respond to cases in 

which the .PT is contacted by the registrant (domain name holder) or registrar, 

indicating that there has been an abusive or erroneous association of an entity to 

the domain name. Finally, it was extended the possibility to remove a domain name 

in the event of dissolution and termination of the registrant’s activity when it refers 

to a legal person. This possibility aims to respond to the complaints made by 

interested parties regarding domain names registered under the ownership of 

entities without legal personality; 

viii. Registrant’s rights and liabilities: a reference to the rights of the registrant when 

registering the domain name has been added as its exclusive responsibility over the 

subdomains of its domain name; 

ix. Managing body’s liability: a new article was created on the specific liability of the 

managing body, such as being responsible for all acts, omissions or diligence 

inherent to a domain name registration and maintenance, including the technical 

administration of the DNS zone. The registrars' liabilities are regulated by a separate 

contractual instrument. 

x. .PT’s liability: .PT is responsible for communicating to the registrant, to the managing 

body and, where appropriate, to the competent authority, when a domain name that 

supports DNS Abuse is identified. It was also assumed that .PT is not responsible for 

the content published on-line; 

xi. Suspension by .PT: the possibility of suspending domain names due to the repeated 

practice of speculative and abusive registrations was eliminated considering its low 

applicability. 

xii. Other directories of information made available by .PT: according to the latest 

developments that have been published by ICANN - Internet Corporation for 

Assigned Names and Numbers, the article on data processing in WhoIs has been 

adjusted so it can also be applicable to other publicly accessible directories; 

xiii. Systematization: the systematization of the .pt Registration Rules was changed in 

order to facilitate its reading and understanding. 


